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SUBJECT: INS DISCONTINUANCE OF STAY EXTENSIONS FOR VISITORS 

AS A MATTER OF POSSIBLE INTEREST, CONGEN WOULD LIKE TO REPORT THAT 
A NUMBER OF LOCAL NEWSPAPER HAVE CARRIED SHORT ARTICLES ON INS 
ANNOUNCEMENT RE ABOLITION OF EXTENSIONS OF STAY FOR B-2 VISITORS. 
UNFORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, ALL THESE ARTICLES USED THE WORD "VISAS" 

TO DESCRIBE WHAT WILL NO LONGER BE VALID FOR MORE THAN SIX MONTHS. 

AS A CONSEQUENCE, WE HAVE BEEN BESIEGED BY CALLERS WANTING TO KNOW 
IF THEIR INDEFINITE VALIDITY VISAS ARE STILL GOOD OR WHETHER THEY 
MUST NOW OBTAIN NEW VISAS EACH TIME THEY WANT TO TRAVEL. 

IT IS UNFORTUNATE THAT THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN PERIOD OF VISA 
VALIDITY AND PERIOD OF AUTHORIZED STAY WAS NOT MADE MUCH 
CLEARER IN THE ANNOUNCEMENT ON WHICH NEWSPAPER REPORTS WERE BASED. 
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